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The Introduction of "turning, planing, and carpentering*
into the regular course of study of the Philanthropinum foi
educational purposes is the earliest practical recognition of
the purely educational value of positive character to be
found in manual work. School instruction from objects and
from pictures here first found an elaboration in actual school
work. The connection between the out-of-door life and the
process of instruction was made more intimate. The principle
that all instruction has a moral because a practical outcome,
and that formal moral instruction is of little value when not
thus connected, was embodied in their work.
From the later pages of this book it will be recognized
that all of these ideas are worked out more explicitly by later
reformers, especially Herbart, Pestalozzi, and Froebel. How-
ever crudely they were realized in the work of Basedow, his
work was of sufficient merit to command the approval of
Kant, while the general ideas and the man himself received
the commendation of Goethe. Though Basedow was with-
out question much of a charlatan in his educational work, as
he was also a drunkard and an impractical visionary, at the
same time his work undoubtedly initiated the reform move-
ment in the German schools. His methods of instruction in
geography, physics, nature study, history, geometry, and
arithmetic were as revolutionary and as fruitful as those of
Pestalozzi, and his application of them was quite as success-
ful. But since the later reformer came to a clearer con-
sciousness of the principles underlying the new, and gave
the Rousseau influence the particular tendency in regard to
method along which it afterward developed, further considera-
tions of the movement must be given in that connection.
However, it is well to remember that the common practice of
attributing the reform in education throughout the Teutonic
countries to Pestalozzi is an erroneous one, and that at an
earlier period Basedow had exerted as profound an influence
toward practical reform as did Pestalozzi a generation later,